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Fagatele Bay National Marine
Sanctuary comprises a fringing
coral reef ecosystem nestled within
an eroded volcanic crater on the
island of Tutuila, American Samoa.
The marine environment around

Sy o American Samoa provides a home
to a wide variety of animals and
plants. The coral reef ecosystem
found in the sanctuary contains
many of the species native to this part of the Indo-Pacific biogeographic
region. Turtle, whales, sharks and the giant clam all find refuge in this
protected area.

Veronika Mortenson, NOAA

The Ocean Center was designed to comply with certain green standards
and to serve as a sustainable facility model for American Samoa and
national marine sanctuary sites throughout the United States.

The abode of the Tagaloa family on earth is said to have

been located not far to the west of the rocky heights in Fitiuta.
Local legend tells of how Luaui and Luama’a landed in Fitiuta,
Ta’u, and there on the beach Ui gave birth to Tagaloaaui.

Two rocks called Luama’a are still at that place today.

In the 1970s, Crown-of-Thorns destroyed 90%
of the live coral in Fagatele Bay by eating the
coral polyps out of their protective skeleton.
Fortunately nearly all of the coral has been
able to recover.

©2002 T Luonglterragaleria.com

osmcred : ; : There are fifteen acres of mangrove habitat The maximum elevation of Swains Island
on Aunu’u, unique for lying inland when most . D — is only 6 feet! There is no permanent
other mangroves in American Samoa are on R source of surface fresh water on Swains.
the coast. Salt water flows underground
between the ocean and the mangroves.

Emily Gaskin, FENMS.
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Discover the value of coral reefs, why
they are important, and what you can

do to help protect them. Did you know
that coral reefs are sometimes called

the “medicine cabinets” of the 21st
century? Coral reef plants and animals
are important sources of new medicines
being developed to treat cancer, arthritis,
human bacterial infections, heart disease,
viruses, and other diseases.

Rotunda Floorplan Key:
. Siapo Motif

. Voyaging & Navigation

. Reef Residents y
oG ; .
. Collection & Use — Fishing & Culture o s 0 oA [
. Collection & Use — Seasonal Fish

. Threats — Natural

. Threats - Climate Change

. Threats - Pollution

. Reef Resilience

@ SCIENCE ON A SPHERE

. The Value of Coral Reefs

. What Can You Do? . ® . .
Science On a Sphere® (SOS) is a room sized,

global display system that uses computers and
video projectors to display planetary data onto
a six foot diameter sphere, analogous to a
giant animated globe. Researchers at NOAA
_FOL@ developed Science On a Sphere® as an
educational tool to help illustrate Earth System
science to people of all ages.

. Science On a Sphere®(SOS)

oL

NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY SYSTEM

United States

Sanctuary Floorplan Key:

©® oo Learn more about the special marine areas
agatele ba .
° ! that surround American Samoa.

. Fagalua/Fogama'a
* Fagatele Bay
.Aunu’u 3
* Fagalua/Fogama'a
@ * Aunu'u
.Muliéva * Ta'u
.Swains Island * Muliava i :
@ sarctuary sites Vap * Swains Island \E 28 | )
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