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Fagatele Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary comprises a fringing 
coral reef ecosystem nestled within 
an eroded volcanic crater on the 
island of Tutuila, American Samoa. 
The marine environment around 
American Samoa provides a home 
to a wide variety of animals and 
plants. The coral reef ecosystem 
found in the sanctuary contains 
many of the species native to this part of the Indo-Pacific biogeographic 
region. Turtle, whales, sharks and the giant clam all find refuge in this 
protected area.

The Ocean Center was designed to comply with certain green standards 
and to serve as a sustainable facility model for American Samoa and 
national marine sanctuary sites throughout the United States.

In the 1970s, Crown-of-Thorns destroyed 90% 
of the live coral in Fagatele Bay by eating the 
coral polyps out of their protective skeleton. 
Fortunately nearly all of the coral has been 
able to recover.

There are fi fteen acres of mangrove habitat 
on Aunu’u, unique for lying inland when most 
other mangroves in American Samoa are on 
the coast. Salt water fl ows underground 
between the ocean and the mangroves. 

The abode of the Tagaloa family on earth is said to have 
been located not far to the west of the rocky heights in Fitiuta. 
Local legend tells of how Luaui and Luama’a landed in Fitiuta, 
Ta’u, and there on the beach Ui gave birth to Tagaloaaui. 
Two rocks called Luama’a are still at that place today. 

The maximum elevation of Swains Island 
is only 6 feet! There is no permanent 
source of surface fresh water on Swains.

Did You Know?
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The facility now includes main exhibit 
space (5,236 square feet), smaller exhibit 
area (658 square feet), and offi ce space 
for staff and volunteers. The gift shop 
is run by the National Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation. The main exhibit space also 
serves as a conference room for training, 
meetings and workshops. 

For more information please contact:

Apulu Veronika Mata’utia Mortenson
Education Coordinator & Community Liaison

Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary
P.O. Box 4318, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Tel: +684-633-6500
Fax: +684-633-6511
Email: veronika.mortenson@noaa.gov

FREE ADMISSION

This facility is open to the public:
Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Saturday  9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Closed on Sundays & Holidays

www.fagatelebay.noaa.gov

Welcome to

TAUESE P.F. SUNIA
OCEAN CENTER

The Tauese P.F. Sunia Ocean Center provides 
visitors and residents with the opportunity to 
learn about the natural and cultural resources 
of American Samoa. The state-of-the-art facility 
features educational exhibits and interactive learning 
tools to promote ocean awareness and encourage 
good marine stewardship. The Ocean Center was 
made possible through the generous support of the 
American Samoa Department of Commerce, Housing 
& Urban Development/Community Development 
Block Grant, American Reinvestment & Recovery Act 
and Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary.

Mark Manuel, NOAA

David Mattila, NOAA
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National Marine Sanctuary System

Science On a Sphere® (SOS) is a room sized, 
global display system that uses computers and 
video projectors to display planetary data onto 
a six foot diameter sphere, analogous to a 
giant animated globe. Researchers at NOAA 
developed Science On a Sphere® as an 
educational tool to help illustrate Earth System 
science to people of all ages.

Learn more about the special marine areas 
that surround American Samoa.
 • Fagatele Bay
 • Fagalua/Fogama’a
 • Aunu’u
 • Ta’u
 • Muliāva
 • Swains Island

Discover the value of coral reefs, why 
they are important, and what you can 
do to help protect them. Did you know 
that coral reefs are sometimes called 
the “medicine cabinets” of the 21st 
century? Coral reef plants and animals 
are important sources of new medicines 
being developed to treat cancer, arthritis, 
human bacterial infections, heart disease, 
viruses, and other diseases.
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SCIENCE ON A SPHERE
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